
Be fore  Joseph  rose  to  a  grea t  pos i t i on  o f  power  i n
Egyp t ,  there  i s  a  par t  o f  h i s  s to ry  tha t  i s  easy  t o

over look .  Be fo re  he  ever  became second- in -
command  in  Egyp t ,  be fo re  the  f am ine ,  be fore  the
res tora t i on .  Joseph  was  a  man  g i f t ed  by  God  w i th
dreams . Th i s  g i f t  pa in ted  a  t a rge t  on  h i s  back .  The

b less ing  tha t  God  gave  Joseph ,  wou ld  be  the
u l t ima te  reason  f o r  h i s  b ro thers  t o  be t ray  h im .  The
peop le  tha t  were  supposed  to  l ove  and  care  f o r  h im
the  mos t ,  ended  up  ha t ing ,  resen t ing ,  and  be t ray ing

h im beyond  he  cou ld  have  ever  imag ined .  

Wha t  l ed  Joseph  to  a  p i t  o f  despa i r  wou ld  a l so  l ead
h im to  l i v i ng  t o  the  pa lace .  The  g i f t  tha t  caused

re j ec t i on  became the  g i f t  God  used  to  rescue
na t i ons .

Bu t  there  i s  more  to  th i s  s to ry  than  we  o f t en  l e t
ourse l ves  see .  I t  wasn ’ t  j us t  abou t  the  f am ine ,  i t  i s

a l so  abou t  the  hear t  pos ture  o f  Joseph .H i s
unknow ing  bro thers  s tood  begg ing  f o r  f ood  be fore

the  very  bro ther  they  wan ted  to  k i l l .  Joseph  had
every  reason  to  re ta l i a t e .  Years  o f  pa in ,  i n j us t i ce ,
and  abandonment  cou ld  have  fue l ed  a  des i re  f o r

revenge .

Ye t  Joseph  chose  f o rg i veness .

Imag ine  how d i f f e ren t l y  the  O ld  Tes tament  wou ld
have  panned  ou t  i f  Joseph  l e t  un forg i veness  w in .
Fam i l i e s  wou ld ’ ve  rema ined  d i v i ded ,  the  fu ture  o f
God ’ s  peop le  wou ld ’ ve  been  s tarved  o f  the  very

b less ing  God  in tended  f o r  them.  

Bu t  Joseph  chose  to  move  f o rward .  He  d i dn ’ t  l e t  the
we igh t  o f  pas t  s ins  crush  the  b l ess ings  and  j oys  God
in tended .  I ns tead  o f  l e t t i ng  h i s  pas t  become a  curse

for  h i s  l i f e ,  he  a l l owed  God  to  redeem the  ev i l  t o  save
na t i ons .  

He  dec lared ,  “ You  mean t  ev i l  aga ins t  me ,  bu t  God
mean t  i t  f o r  good . ”

“ You  i n t ended  t o  har m me ,  bu t  God  i n t ended  i t
f o r  good  t o  accomp l i sh  wha t  i s  now  be i ng  done ,

t he  sav i ng  o f  many  l i v es . ” —  Genes i s  50 : 20
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Re f l ec t i on :
There  w i l l  be  moments  i n  our  l i v es  when  hur t  and
be t raya l  t empt  us  t o  c l ose  our  hear t s .  When  the

enemy  wh i spers  tha t  our  s to ry  i s  ru ined ,  our
purpose  dera i l ed .  Bu t  Joseph ’ s  l i f e  rem inds  us  tha t
God  i s  a lways  work ing  i n  the  shadows .  Wha t  Sa tan
des igns  to  b reak  you ,  God  can  t rans form in to  the

very  th ing  tha t  shapes  your  des t i ny .
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